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National Mercury Recovery Program Collects 3 Millionth Mercury Switch, Helping to Prevent Mercury from Polluting the Environment
Wayne, Mich. – The End of Life Vehicle Solutions (ELVS) organization recently collected its three millionth mercury-containing automotive switch as part of the National Vehicle Mercury Switch Recovery Program (NVMSRP).  ELVS was created by the automotive industry to promote environmental efforts, outreach programs and the proper management of mercury and other substances of concern.  ELVS is the NVMSRP partner responsible for collection, education and recycling of automotive mercury switches.   
Historically, mercury switches were used in some autos for convenience lights (under the hood or in the trunk) and in some anti-lock braking systems.  As of 2002, automakers no longer used mercury switches in new vehicles.  However, an estimated 32 million vehicles containing mercury switches are still in use.  When retired vehicles are crushed, shredded or smelted, however, the mercury from the switches can be released into the environment.  That is why ELVS works with its partner, EQ – The Environmental Quality Company, to ensure mercury switches are properly recycled.

Retrieving the switches before vehicles are melted down will keep an estimated 32 metric tons of mercury out of the environment.  To date, there are over 9,000 facilities participating in the program in 49 states.  The 3 million switches collected have saved more than 6,600 pounds of mercury from being released into the environment!


This national program includes a commitment by automakers to provide information regarding switch removal and to take responsibility for collection, transportation, and recycling of the switches.  Auto dismantlers and others who recover switches will submit them to EQ for proper management.  
 “EQ is proud to partner with ELVS to reduce the impact of mercury in our environment,” stated Tom Schuck, Executive Vice-President of EQ.  “We provide a quick and easy way to prevent automotive mercury from going to the vehicle shredder.”  ELVS, through EQ, provides recyclers with storage buckets for the collection of automotive mercury switches.  These buckets, shipped by common carrier, contain all applicable training materials and necessary shipping documents.  Recyclers remove the switches and place the mercury switches in the provided bucket.  Once the bucket is ready for shipment, it is returned via UPS at no-cost to the shipper.  EQ will then facilitate the recycling of the mercury switches.  

To find out more about ELVS and the NVMSRP please visit www.elvsolutions.org or EQ’s website at www.eqonline.com. 
****
EQ – The Environmental Quality Company is a fully integrated environmental services and waste management organization based in Wayne, Michigan. We implement innovative technology and service solutions that minimize waste volumes, reduce costs and protect the environment.  EQ owns ISO certified treatment, disposal and recycling facilities and manages an extensive line of remediation, industrial cleaning and total waste management services throughout the United States.  Our combination of fixed-based facilities and extensive service capabilities allows EQ to meet the environmental sustainability goals of our customers.  For additional information on EQ, please go to www.eqonline.com.  
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